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The lively littie sopper-pod wio man-
ages the Glants, bp §= t¥ssrefore
entitled, on the stred of Wis pollieyve-
menis e styied the champlon lead-
#r of the Nationel leazte hax wog hiz
homary on slieer merlt, not on lock or
fEvyar, HIa tedm g not o sadden witThir,
&0 [0 speak—aot o ¢lub whivh galned
enexpdciesd ald frem minor leagus re-
ertiits or new wuonidzsrs from the colloges

or bashes. FErver since Nz chamgplons of
1905 went 10 pleces, MceOraw has
working oo the construction of anothsr
winning «iub, petiently working oo
gmd or Jdublous mAtarial, ed::mu!nx
young psrformiers, gnd flhlshinge t3e

inte the compact machine which ‘{:l:ilh"
made goodl.: The clab has Heen a
SiTonger avery sesson, hut mever guite
strong enough There wns alw
something lucking amons young-
stars—s Jack of finlsh sumewhere, 8
erFing need for just a Higle imoroye.

heen

Ittle

nys

the

ment somewhers else. At Jagf, (n 3911
after flve 3vars of drill aed practies,
the Glants have bLsen polished to. the |

right ﬁﬂﬁt: mnd thy porfected 1=xm |
has wor a fiag. Grest is the credit due
the huslling tesar—and s;r:r-- =t the
credit die to Jobn MeGra

MoGraw was for vears u 'p‘uer on the
old B&!t&mor-- phiampions, and it was
there hie losrned the fines=e und sirate-
g}' of the games. He won pennants for
Wew York In 1204 and | tonic the
hagors of the world from the Athlet|cs
in the Ixtior yexr, and now hopes to
ge pucoessfal in tha hig meries of Octo-
er.

Hias Wagner.,

A few of the ﬁ:r'-r'llnr glory or teme-
porary batsmon of I—Lellown who
@&l not teke pati in xs me ¥ games as
Hans—wl]) doubiless have hatting avar-

EErs supericr to that of the great W
ner. For all sexson work, h-_-.'x.*u.-. .
ting dope day hy day and woo by
- . thers wng uo ons: who ;-I**p;:_r-d
the mighiy German, and his recort ¢
the yehr wap donbly r--.,lhuL - 1
of the handicaps urnde ok

S
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As nihleotics

man, "ar be

r, Wagner is now
ond the uspal perfod
saebiml] afﬂﬂt‘. H‘s mizcles are
Py than in the fMard of his

& In oo longer alile to dnal
with the spaed of long
y Bt troubics. he hmd &
stoe £. which retired him for
weslks In August and Septiemher,
ning 10 the giine, the grand oid
shified frowy short to first. and,
nnd lamae, unshla o
e hits which woild
r. sure =xfotles Yor

. 'm*.}c«. out the =tring ln mérsy

ng

W ..zur, wili hardly stay In Uie game
murch longer. g ull probability, 812

will seq the Pl:’-ﬂt‘:g nf this splendid
‘Ii H plaver, of th ritest of lils
génaratlon, hat He w retire with =
wondarfu] resopd-—that of nsavar bat-
ting under 30 during the whole of his

cCRTreer,

Bah Bewcher,

Bob Bescoher, champion base saaler
of the National jeag who exonilpd
even hiz fine record of 'H ) by several
adfled thefts, desprves much mora eredit
for hls work than the Y""'i.'v-n ahow.
Cobb, of the American lasgie, stols
soveral more nc k-f than rhe buriy Cin-
clnpatian, but It must h._. samembered |
thxt Cobdh Is = ‘-uurm-»r kitter and also
recelres man more  complimentary
passes from rIrighten=d pitchers In

of timien he

Ir rl-')n'- fon

oTs bn.z.mu than gETeat Coh

r';--sn

als about onw
frle I\LLJI or PAsSsS
once in v
the chy for maction

¢ #iae, somewhet

resemhbling in genersl make up Big
Bill Langs, the Chleaga ot of long
Bra, He Is only a boy In sgs, And has
miEny yearn of increasing usefulnass bha-
fere him. as NHis batiing srows botter
pach semcim, and hle fiziding is of the
most hrilllant character.
“Hube” (Rirherd) Margunred,
M I pliching #tar of the 1211
ar s the National lesgue

noertided, wias A fellow who for
asTe nLri boen 3 Joke, B hitt, un
or pross and fmns—
the Giant huriing

mc. for the hugu price

.

was & lndl
riki neg

af FLI000, Marusrd
Iallure Year Lfler year, Wi
witJdom, and showlpg neit)
scicnce srhen ha wis adll
through these scasons

mnd unpapularity.
the tall, sngular
Inz thet hy would e winner,
snd keaping hith on the pay when
even Clnsy A minor ¢lobs hed cesssd to

teHE

=it

k. And vel,
of misfortans
raw ciung o
malnisin-

make offers for him.
With the dawn of ihe 191! sessom,
Marguard budded forth as the wonder

ef tham ull.
atl lzast borne frule
Enock-kneed, grotesque-lookimg pitd
procesded to mow down the other
ke stubble He pliehed sotmy
most wonderfzl Eamaes of the se
Heid up tha team when (hs greal
thewson was haviong = logitg strealk,
and he slmply eased New York into
the chammonehlp Fithout him, the
Glants would agaln e Tun second o
the Culia, berond a gusstion.
Not only was Marquard
tlonal surprise and the big
the sesson. bt the
strikeout plicher his
leaping, twiiiing hand hud
8 bend 1o thym tha he battors missed
antirsly, and h ing up A strikscsut
recond that is 1y to stand for many
weastins.  Incldentuily. those strikeonts
Richard meny 5 game, and thus
4 Marquard and MceGraw {6 the
of wietors.

Fruk Schulte.

Not In many scasons has #lther ¢
big Isagnes seen sich 2 homs run
ord as was hung up by Frunk -qntur
during 1%11—a asries of four base wal
Iope that materially heined his w"
In thelr hattle for the fleyx, wand whiok
tame preity near (o nmru, the pen-
nant Cfor the fighting L ba. Sehulta
tHed for the home rup honors with Fred
Bedk in 1514, but Beck had no chance

The veard of teaching had
nod the wry-neck,

the sensa-
winner of

champion
Him

aiso

of

Ian

z'r.:ﬂ]

THE “IFS” OF 1911 -

(Copysishieg, 1531, by Lk J. Habiason.)

There s always a cholce cluster of
*ifs" when & league campalgn 1s over
—a bonch of ressors for misfortunes
and defast, The euger bupgs can hug
these “Ifa™ to their bosoms all throough

the winter. figure ocut what might or

should bave been, and sif back In
bilsslul expecifioey or tapt Imagme-
tion. Suorely the "™ of 1011 won't

occur agnln In 19127

It = just ps well = think so—whnt
world life be warih to losing fans If it
wasn't for the “ifs"%

The “Ifs™ of 1511 werp exiremely
pumerons, (oo, and each of the four
clals thei bad pennant dreoms bt
failed to win bas 2 gond. lozieal.
wlielly bellevable excpse for lts Mullnre
to arrive. hize wite no Vi ¢

handlesp the Glnts MeGraw's men
went trsugh the senson (n the best of
benlth, o seemed lmmune to accident
or injory. Theé Cnbs, however, had
far more thin & proper share of troo-
ble. Chence—pot only the “ﬁ.rie-s
maneger of the olud, but one of iis
most potent factors in the smu:l pluy-
ing—wus put cut of It early. Repest-
ed thumps on his head—nitehod lLalls
full vpon the bean—retired him from
the ficld, and thke Cubs [ost their cap-
tefn, first basemsn, star batter, and

of the lineup weas ike taking four men
out of the ordinary tesm. Has was not
replaced gll semsom at fhie bat, on first
base, oi the spesd-paths, or In the fast
macliine-plny of the club.

Knocking out Chance was ennugh fo
kifl off most chubs, ms if this was
n't enough, the penant-chances were
etil]l Turither shatiered by the early dis-
abllity of John Evers, the life of the In-
field, aod fhe star whose broken leg
killed the Cubs’ bhopes In the world's
series of 16810, Evers went all fo pieves
under a combinstion of physieal gil-
mwents and bosioess iroubles; and was
oot of it for more thnn 120 gumes.
Thus erippled. the Cnbs made s glor-
jous fight, and are surely Justified in
pleading the “Ifs” for thelr faflure to
cme through,

Plfisburg’'s “ifs" are perfectly walld,
elso, Wagner was dlsubled with a bad
aunkle just when the team wns coming
stropg. By the time he wap back at
work, the Firates bed slipped down,
and the lost groond could not be re-
guinad. Then, too. Gibson, ths great
cateher who wns the backbone of tha
deferiss, was lald ap with a lame arm,
and the team played shokily without
bim. Pitfsburg had [t Groubles, and
tts "Ifs" had smple reason,

Philadeiphin's “ifs™ centered on the

best basarwmner. Taking Chance ont)

crippling of Charlis Dooin apd the

mid-seazon suspension of Magee Ma-
gee’s lay-off, a pennity imposed for
slugging Umpire Finveran, lort the
team's batting materiaily. 8o d4id the
breaking of John Titus' ankis, early In
tha year, hut nelther of these troubles
hurt the Plils like the shatiering of
Dooln's leg just when the team was
fighting galantly, Philadelplin tost §t=
manager, captnin, crack catcher, and
stur batsman-—and the clob fell like ¢f
wounded pigeon. |

St Louls aiiributes s downfall o
the injury of Bresnahan just when f4e
clpd was muking its fingl stand, "The
other Natlousl League clubs, of cosree,
bave “ifs" ad libitum—but fhey ‘were
losers anyway.

The Detroit Tigers belleve that they
would heve won oat If Gainer ¥ial not
been hinrt and If Schunidt hind not
reirograded completely. Bath reasons
are stronge, but would not-fhe Athotics
hove won out by & blgher margin i
Collins had uot been hu}‘t and out of it
for gulte g time?

The White Sox cap only say that
they wopld bave dods better 1P they
had csoghit their ssr;.l._- early. Cleve-
inmd can assert -:hnt.i. Lajole's dissbility
for over 60 gumes rart thelr prospects.
The rest of the American Lengue feams
played poor & hall | snywny—eXeu=es

won't befit them,

[

ier canirol nor

r

the red campalgn He was only
| as a sub hy both Cincionatll and
ludelphin, but even if he had besn In
the full 154 mames he orould hapdiy
18ve  ¢ompeted with Schulte. whoee
e o but seamed (o have the fences
7 16 a eertEiniys
u-n 2 valned member af
LNy seasnank He lonks
min dn esarth as ha
guidly around kis puzurﬁ. bt
% bugs have iong ago learmad
lat= the skill and speed that

at 4.-]‘ n ander that easy golng siyle
Ax u fielder, batter and xll cound “'In-
ner. Schulte han few rivals o tie ganie
todny
Fraak Baker.
Frank Baker, whose Tong. driving
wallops plled np the bomg runs and

an slarming rate dur-
iz onhe dthlete who fouled the
After seping BHaker ir bhis first

three _au.gxn at
1

that Ha =maghes &t (hem. Frank Is
also a awell third basemun, and, aken
all & all, vne of the best Bulwarks of
the champion Thilndelphiia tesm

Exl. Walah,

Pitching for a that had a faarful
time o Keej nealr the 300 THArS, - Knd
which dil not back up his work with
much of thy old time White Sox fejd-
Ing, B4 Waluh anasverfheless hud a re-
markable season. The ziant apitballer
showed onde mote '!ut the damp deliv-
doss¢ not huart the $rm. mand also
proved that l's Is ju=t A% good as he was
iwo OF thres years aga. He pitched
some 60 games, Including (hoeses hs fin.
shed to sava other plichers he won
tomething ke @00 percent of them
fand o)l this for = team that was usual-
wnder thie S00 Jlos) and be strudk out
:x'p.'.c.- oppon=nt=s flan sny other pltelisr
in the leagne. Another man Jike Walsh
wouid hmve Xaptl the White S5ox up near

3ub

L=

, rhristened

| eharge of the

BAKER “Ath-Am.
Champron Home &nﬁ;vt@:

, but the nCorers shortened

this bo Connle Mook well nigh 36 vears

| ege. Origioully & catcher, he gredunted
inte Lhe Eansedrlyl panks sums 15
vaars Dhddk. handled the Milwsunkee
touem “witl goM]l msuccess, and took

Ietica whon Philade-
phls broks the Amorlean leasue
MacK's team, alwars righting hard, and
always solected with gTanl jedgment,
won ibe pennant of 18032, caphed uguln
in 1905,
when it cnnée to the sawoff for world's
honore, and woa Ght oncs more D 1319
This tlme th
hat memprable

saries The Athlstics,

andy to be bodlen by the Ginpte |

beat the Cuba in a brief

nuic of games. and, sithongh sevesal
I #T% maxy surpasa Nbisz winning per-
;—t‘h('t,..ﬂ naoe of thnze above hlm has
warked In amy shch sdmber of Batties

| For-ul]l senwsap, pltching, of t!}g‘:m:
Eind that gees (o wih 3 Nag, L
of the yoear must be given to Jatk
Coomies.

Tyrus Cobhb,

Once more e wonderful Cobh—
Judzed by many eritics the most e
markable hall playsr of all thne—ecomey
| through with the topenest homors af ha

Smerican =agus.  In 1510 Cobb won the

batting laurels by the ffattion of &

|
| abiy handied and controled, once mors | Point over Lajole, Dut was dothroned as
| cume throush  victorfous in 1911—s | King of base runners by Eddis Collink
rocord of four pennants in 16 sears | This time Cobbh shows i the fHanish as
| They owe 4 major part of théls guccess | the best bataman, best besa thisf snd
10 She wily, crufiy. and soft spoken baar run getier of the lof, And =hows
Connte, «fie of the best Judpes of hald | #in valne mest conciusively in nll‘ﬁ«'e-
oluvers thnt ovee. lod & team  MHe has | Partmeots of the game: Never has Cobh
I““ ontfly meufz gp of coll=glana and | Shown better Ia evary way. 'l'bsrﬁ s
sand iot hows i about egual quantities, | 2o Elgn of “golng hack™ Abeat ‘-;055.
and every man of them plays ball for  ull ssison doings and, as B 18 st but
Cenple Mbck hesrd soul NBands feas | 8 kid in point of age he should remuin

and brain besides.
Jack Coombs,

ve possed slnow Co

Jack ".'uutu.’us_ the= lnln nmn of the
AfHlazles' piteling siaf I8 not 8 new-
iy nrr l\ u.'l\ mesns, for juite = number

| n 1: Mack

Lt tha
cOThe.
Cobd iz & slender fellow, raihar frail

top of tha deck for years to

in  Appearames  bdut with gravhound
spead, while hix julgment l= somsthing
almos: uncanny when (1t comnes aither

out a plicher's offerings or

1o picking

(Copyrighted, 1911, by 1. J. Rohitison.)

sattled dowzn in fifth, shoving Cheln-

f' sames with GConnle suk” o T W % - m from gue of tha littie Now | dariing sround 1he hases. As an ool-
teaitn, the IL‘rIl‘Ie-F rfmlrkﬁi rtrfa:n}‘: ;i?“:'j;p.fi }-:,"'Luu' and might rl‘ht‘l ' 03 colleses. He was mot 4 start- | Heider, Lie has few civala, and shinew
{ ¥tnod =0 hunched up al the plate that ey Shrae Hilo LHe Mg jeague longe | - M Sdceews 45 & nitcher '-r soma time, | almoat Ag'hng.ltn In the fenatve
he dould only kit the ball in one direc- sEo. und wWay a f,{;]-l_r“e_ for two OF three and even playad a= 1 pegulae nifrl:'_ der p_:\r‘.-‘ri! of the game as o5 (Ne aggres-
tiom. Thia, they [Mgured, meint u com- seasons. He finzlly masterod the spit- for the Erenler ;-.-..-*_ of ane seuson. Durs =i u.ﬂe: o - P
plete &n ktion of his batilng svers hI‘lll i;a,',‘."). ur.:-.l at ‘m:,e hecame a star, | ‘0& the last three youra he “en e back* | : x‘.m ‘-r-.-mlarf:_l Tiger, whno slmost nl-l;
ae as =oom as the flelders learned his u"rrng'n'.:n:z eDALTRTCS helping his wonderfully, and sho wr—d Fach endor- | Tied hla feam through to victery n
{ where 0 play  for him, ant Raker, ,,p,!___!' and 211 round skill through | &0ee and gowd w‘f fa 1810 that !*n musat .;l"MJEQ.a X2TUOTN “.!1“' Mt' on
thorefore, was .:uun-.er: 10 be & Fallure | pare spmmes than siy other pitokher | D¢ 8iVen eredit for wl‘mng the flap. | the bases, is 3 Georgian by birth and
¥ Wik * upe trouble with this |40 fo 00 in the sams humber of yonrs His wirk aguninst the ._._.n_,,: 1 _u..,. hig | Fesllence, ::r.-J was nol & "'ﬂ%’
ictla ] hit “em w0 hard in iiﬁt! “,;,' Américan letros Was DArn: sories of lust vear will remals written in | bright light among tb, scuthern 1
L oave ”:n' no fieidor could T - red |2tlers in the arckives of the gamée— | players befo~y he cume to the fast com-
o .rn,,.-' r stfil hits them nearly Connle Mack. it was & matchlnrss exhihition. This sen- pany. Inside o faw montis kowever,
: #ot, and his batting Corn=lius McGilllouddy was the ngme | sof, Coombz hazx been less remarkable | Cobb develapad into the speed mursel of
" to thrive, for the | undef which the lang and bemy mahi- | for Lrilllancy than for effectivencss and | the ags, and Las Baid his rank &8¢
'- £ cHnn ot stop the bullets " goar &f the ‘-1 smples  Athietics wus ) strength  He has worked In o multi-  top withant a tumble.
-
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Forecasting the prospects of the big
fenguea Is & difficuit job, and one that
msually resulis In the forecaster con-
verting himself inig the gayiy phum-
aged bird thal Jg~calied the monkey.
Teams chenge membershlp during the
winfer season , when the actnal cam-
palgn Is on, '{i'lnﬂ of the recruits make
goid, othes¥ fall with a dlsmal thod:
wome Of}‘the vetorans retrograde and
therehy” drag down (helr teanms, and
oilig#d show revived vigor, with the re-
suit that their clubs benefit necordingly.

It has been considered 2 cinch, when
forecasting Natiopal Lessae affairs in
recent years, o assign Boston =and
Brooklyn fo elghth and ssventh places
That gave the prophet tswvo sure things
anzhow, and made him rest easier
wlhen it came to mapping out the des.
tiny of the other six aggregutions.
Idkewise, o the American League, It
bas been a pipe to stick Washington
and 8t Lounis st the sooth end of the
wu-es.:!an. All of which may come
throngh ag 1912—and it may not.

For the puEi few years, three tesms
in the Nutionsl League have beld the
top positions—Chicago, Pittsburg, and
New York., Thess three clubs out-
classed all others, and the pennant has
been possing back and forth omong
them—Pittsburg in 1800, Cabs in 1910,
and Glants for the present season.
Fourih pluace has been dsbatable, Phils-
deiphin and Cincinnatl fghting for that
fairly desirable loeation, S8t Louis
hasn't had s look-in 11 this campelgn,
when Bresonhes pushed his Cardinals

h 4!]

nat down to sixth—ihe bilg surprise
of the National League season.

The Athletics and Tigers came $o the
front so prominently during the last
two seasons that the old evenness and
cioseness of the American Lesagus
teams s evidenily dsstrovod—no ope
can sy for how many years to come.
A few sessons back, the Ameérican
League clubs were so clossly matehad
that five feams usnally fought It out
almost to the wire, hut thars all over
now, and six feame will have to re-
build enormously if they hope to cut
any iflgure in the race af 1012,

That's the one snag that greets the
farecaster when it comes to predicting
for pext year. To what extent wiil|
some of the weaker clubs, in both
leagues, repalr thelr line-ups? To what
degrea will they correct the mistakes of
181172

About the only team in the National
League that cen be assigned a low
rating for 1012, definltely and surely, i=
Brooklyn, end even the Brookiyn gnng
shoull make a fur better fight than
during the psst campalgn. Brooklyn
has the pitchers—an ejegant sst of
them—and can fle]d beantifully, but i3
too weak at the bat to cut moch figure,
wiiile it does not look as 1f any «f the
new Brooklyn recrults will be B0
sluggera,

The despised Bostons sre sure fo be
dapgerous next year, for tho simple
resason that they have gathered a crowd
cof genulne slupggers, follows who cun
hit like fends. Give them a couple of

into good savlety for awhile, and fiaally

enough so, in fact, to be counted eandl-
datea for fifth position.

The Sght samong the Big Thres New
York, Chlesgo, snd Pittsburg, will be |
as hot a5 ever, but will be mmpjlca'nd|
by the fact ihat Philadeiphin, Cloein- |
pati, and St. Louis will all be Enccking
for sdmission

g0 back suddenly. Cincinnat! s sure to|
show much betisr cluss next year than |
this, Philsdsiphin belleves that |t/
would bave won the peanant but for!
Dwooln’s disabllity, sod, with this s_-or‘t'
of confidence for lnspfraticn, wili be
op there fighting all the tlme St
Louis has o great deal of the same sort
of ginger, and ought to be a cholce
Httle troublemaker every minuts of the
time, unless Bresnakan shounld get hurt
in mid-senson.

New York, with the development of
Marqusrd, the spirit that goes wifs a
ehamplonship, and the geweral lsyunt
of the club, cught to repeat but will
be hard-pressed &t all siages. Plits
barg sud the Cubs shouid sgain fight
for second, with this difference In the
reswuit: the team that gets beaten in
this buattle for second honars will d@rop
2o faxt at the fag-end of the season
that Clocionat! or Philadsiphia will
come Oop and either tie It for escond
or acutally nose it oot In the fast week.
The Reds, the Puifs. and the Cardinals
will have a {remendoua sorap alf wom-
mer, all three of them hovering aroond
the 550 movk, snd =1 three pretty well
Lamched ut the finish,

resl pitchers, and they will make

The Athletics and the Tigers so nt-

terly outcings all opposition in the Amen

fesn Laague that oaly wholly mfores
seen and uaexpected relnforcements
can Enock theny ont of first and second

Jobs for 1012, OF the two cinbx the
Tigers should retrograde the faster, If
they go back to sny marked extent,

to the upper clrcles | That will mean that the Athleties agaln
Any one of the three big teams mx,r(mn the gonfalon,

with the Tigers som

ond by a loog margin,
(leveland, which &= showing grest
mlse for the future, ought to shaks
& 2l competitors and sgil Into third

|place by a safe majority. The Whits

Box. who Hiewise have most promising
material, ought to guin fourth, though
bard-pressed by New York. That club
—the New York Highlanders—own
magnificent players, who are throws
fogether In n belterakelter fashion, =ndl
CcREN0t seem to puoll togsiher, Bostony
& cocebrillinnt feam that has BOn
back pitifuily, can be placed in sixth)
leaving Washington and |t Louls tn
fight it out agnin.

There = gne poasibifity, hmr!n"--
in fact, & probahility. The Amertcani
League 18 worrled sick over St Louis,
over the loss of trade In thet borg, and
the big patronage given Bresaahsn it

lkely that the Detroit team will be
robbed of sevéral stars, and sp et
made to give BL Louls o winning team,
In thet event, Detroft will sink icto the
second divislon, and the relnforced
Browns may land fifth or sixth though
nowhere near the fop of the ladder

Forecasiing? A toogh job,
krethren. Adk the wWesther man,

dear




